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PAST SCENES 
‘YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY: PUBLICATION- 


Ypsilanti Historical Museum 
~ 220 N- Huron Street ~ 





GENERAL MEETING 


YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 








WHEN - MAY FIFTEENTH 
TIME = THREE UNTIL FIVE 
WHERE = LADIES' LITERARY CLUE HOUSE 





213 N. WASHINGTON - Ypsilanti 


PROGRAM Crace Cornish will display her collection 
of old FANS and pive a talk on the "History 


of Fans from 1880 to 1925" 
THIS WILL TE THE LAST CENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 
UNTIL OCTORER} 


GUESTS CORDIALLY INVITED 


Refreshments will be served. 


"0 PIONEERS" 

He built the first frame house at Cherry Hill. He 
was a cabinet maker and made spring beds, wheelbarrows, 
bee hives, clothes and coffins in his Hees, : 

The coffins of solid walnut were lined by his wife with 
crimped paper cambric and sold for $5.00, If handles were 
added, coffins sold for $10.60. | | 

This unusual man was Thom as Mount Horner an eanty pio- 
neer in Washtenaw County born June 9 1806 and died May 14 
1879. Son Wenry Frederick Horner was born February 15 
1342 in the family log cabin in Cherry Hill. At that time 
the homes were built of lors, most of them measuring 24 x 30. 
An alcove at one end was used as sleeping quarters, while in 
loft reached by a ladder blankets were hung aaine the 
space into as many sleepin’ rooms as were needed (There 
were six younrpsters in this family). 

Every house had a stone fireplace. The backlog for the 
fire place was two feet thick and a farmer would bring the 
log by oxen to the opposite door and then attach it again 
to the ox and drar the Woe dnke the house. 

To heat the Dutch ovens a wood fire was built inside 
them and kept burning until the bricks were well heated. 
Then the remains of the fire swept out and bread inserted 
and baked. Wo coal or kerosene and every home made their 
own candles, 


Frimitive? In those days farming was primitive! 


(Henry Horner article-continued) 

‘,..One of my earliest memories is that as I was 
sitting in the old school house I could see the men drag- 
ping in oats with a thorn tree and a yoke of oxen. The 
ground was plowed with an old wooden bean-plow by the 
oxen, The-prain was sowed by hand and covered up by 
draseging a tnorn bush over the ground, 

But it is a false impression people have that the pioneers 
suffered. We raised corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, cattle, 
hors, turkeys and chickens; we dried our own fruits after 
we had an orchard, At first we had none and our first 
apples came from Monroe County. By the early 1850s we had 
a bine orchard and used to pick hundreds of barrels. One 
time I remember that peaches were so plentiful and cheap 

I sold five bushels for twenty-five cents. The peaches 
were really cheaper than that, because the man who bought 
them seid he would pay me on his way back and he never came 
back, 

We made our own clothing too, carding the wool and spinning 
it, and there would always be someone in the neighborhood 
who had a loom. The summer clothes were made of linen or 
flax. We would take a wooden, swordelike implement to 
break the flax and after it had been heckled and drawn out 
in long string, the women would pin it and weave coarse 
linen. 

‘we atan't have v-CyY much actual money. And then prices 


and expene-5 were very different in those days, The taxes 


Horner (continued) 

on the farm would run from $18 to $30, The taxes now 

on this same land are over $600. Wages were low. A 

farm hand would get $140 to $144 a year. Day laborers got 
fifty cents ea day. Carpenters and masons got $1. to $1.50 
a day and would work fourteen hours. 

When we were sick there were no nurses to hire, no hos-=- 
pitals to go to. The family and the neighbors took care 
of one, and we never thought it a hardship to sit up at 
night with sick people; it was just a simple cuty. 

Now about the school. The Cherry Hill schocl house was 
built in 1834 - of logs of course, 21 x 24 feet with a 
low ceiling. Ventilation was a simple matter. When it 
was too hot we opened the door; and when it was too cold 
we built up the fire, and I well remenber the long box- 
stoves we had. The temperature ranged anywhere fron 40 
to 90 deprees. 

Around three sides of the school were two rows of siabs, 
held up by pegs. The slabs low down were seats and those 
higher up were our desks, When we wanted to write, we 
turned around and faced the wall, with our backs to tne 
teacher, There were still lower benches of slats for 

the littlest pupils and they had no desks. At the ena of 
the bench next to the door stood the water pail. There 


were three months in the winter end two months in summer 


(Horner=contuned) 
when we had school, Winter school was always taught 

by a man, and the salary was $13 to $20 a month - and he .. 
boarded around, Fuel was furnished by eet family being 
assessed a load of wood. If the supply ran out, then the 
larger families would bring a second load. There was no 
school tax, The teacher was paid by what was known as a 
‘rate billt., He kept a record of the attendance of the 
pupils and they paid accordingly. You can see that, if 
parents wished to economize, they could do so by keeping 
their children out of school, and they dial 

We had efficient teachers; Munson Utley, who was later a 
librarian in the Detroit City Library, was a Cherry Hill 
teacher, B. W. Huston, later attorney-seneral, was another, 
The mayor of one of our large cities was still andther: 

We had remarkable pupils there too. You may have heard of 
Helen Norris, who married Professor Estabrook? She was 

a@ pupil out there. Also Rocena, or "Rocky" Norris. One of 
our boys became a colonel in the army, another, Provost 
Marshall, Ceneral of the District of Alabama, another was 
dean of a number of Michiran schools, and two or three held 
commissions during the Civil War. | 

Our principal studies were reading, writing and arith- 
metic. But the better pupils did not stop with these, 

They studied higher mathematics, philosophy, and chemistry. 
The teacher ruled with an iron rod, and discipline was 


much stricter than now. This was enforced by means of a 


Horner (continued) 

ruler or whip, I have had the experience of being 

sent out to cut a new bunch of willow whips. There was 

a Willow mars;-. conveniently behind the school. I re- 
member once three boys got whipped for some offense, 

They felt they had been punished beyond reason and 

wanted to pet even, <A week or so later when the teacher 
came to school and started to build a fire, the stove 
smoked. He tried arain, He took down the stove pipe 

to examine it, but he could not make the fire burn, He 
sent for a school director who lived near. He built a 
fire, but it smoked. He took down the pipe too, and found 
it had been stuffed full of hay and grass, it was ten 

or eleven o'clock before school started that morning, 

They never found out who did it. In fact there is only 
one person living who knows who did it, 

At school we would play ball - old-fashioned baseball. 

In winter we liked fox~and-pfeese and crack-the-whip and 
wheel, In twheel' we chose side and would roll a wheel 
about eight or ten inches in diameter between the rows. 
The other side would stop the wheel if they could and send 
it back. 

I left the coun tey. school when I was twelve, My father 
hired a house in Ypsilanti and had five children in school 
here at one time. My oldest brother was in the second 
class that praduated at the 'HNormal', My father was a 


manufacturer of fanning mills, milk safes and corn. 


Horner-(continued) 
shellers and later, spring beds. 
Yes, I am glad I was heen and lived on a farm. In winter 
we had such ee times. We would have spelling, singing, 
writing and separa shy schools. The man who taught them 
would get up perhaps six schools ~ one for every night, 
and he would take different groups sround and let them 
compete with each other. We learned gesaranny vy singing 
it. There were a preat many who would sing and bound 
every one of the 18 or 22 states that there were then; 
they could name every county in the state, tell the capi- 
tals of every state, tell the length of the principal 
river and the height of the prinet pal ie baines The man 
would have a rreat map ten feet square up in front of us. 
These evening schools were great fun, The teacher would 
give a column of figures like 6, 93, 72, 54, 38 etc., 
and a dozen would be ready with the answer the moment he 
stopped, 
We had lots of parties and bees. There were apple-paring 
bees, too, as dried apples and peaches too were much used, 
One winter I had four idle horses and about three nichts 
a week I'd hitch up this four-horse team and go twenty-one 
miles to Ridgway to a dance, I have many good times to 
look back upon, and I'm very glad I had all these experi- 
ences," 

FHEEEFHP FEF EEHH++ E44 
From the reminiscenses of Henry F. Horner as published in the 


February 20th 1925 issue of the "Ypsilanti Daily Press". 
rescued by Dorothy Disbrow, Archivist, 


Henry Frederick Horner (1842-1928) 


THE WILLOW RUN SETTLEMENT 
uy J. W. MeMath 


"My memory of the southeast part of Washtenaw and the 
western portion of Wayne county, known formerly as the 
"Willow Run", poes back to the year 1828, and I propose 
to give my personal recollections of that locality, of 
its first settlers, and of some of the events which oc- 
curred there from that date on for about six years. 

The Willow Run is a small stream that gives its name 
te the rericn, and is a tributary to the river Huron, 
into which it empties its waters near the present village 
of Bellville (sic.). With this part of the State and 
its first inhabitants are connected my earliest as well 
as many of my pleasant memories. I knew a11 the people 
who first settled there, and was nyself one cf ther. I 
was born in the town of Romulus, in that beautiful part 
of the State of New York lying between the Seneca and 
Cayura lakes, and came at quite an early are with other 
members of our mother's fanily, late in the year 1827, 
into this portion of the then territory of Michizan.,. We 
moved at once upon a farn, previously purchased from the 
meneral sovernment by ny late father, Samuel McMath, who, 
with my two older brothers, Archy and Fleming, had come 
on the year before to select and prepare a home for the 
fanily in this new ccuntry. My father, after having made 


the purchase and assisted in making some improvements upon 


MeMath (continued) 
the land, was smitten with the fever and died before the 
fanily came, 

The place chosen for the dwelling and buildings was 
pleasantly situated upon the east bank of the Willow Run, 
When we all arrived (there were nine of us, I being the 
Younrest,) there were built and ready for use, a good large 
lom house and a larre lore barn, with the other small tuild- 
ines usually found upon a farn. All these o1d structures are 
well photorraphed upon ny youne mind, anc thouch they have 
long since disappeared, they now come up before me as dis- 
tinct and as well defined in ev ery outline as any object 
I see today, On the east side of the house, running along 
the whole lenreth, was a senerous stoop, as it was then called, 
with the usual mass of vines and ivies reaching up and over 
the windows on that side, To the southeast forty or fifty 
feet, was the well, with its old fashioned sweep and vLucket. 
Fron this well we drew and drank the purest and best of 
cold water. The larse lor barn with one or more sheds at- 
tached, stood a few rods to the north and just across the 
old territorial road (later known as Tyler Road) which ran 
from the bank of the stream east and was supposed to lead 
to Detroit. On the west, and eisht or ten rods fron the 
house and just across another road running north and south, 
was the deep bank of the Willow Run. Down this bank a short 
distance and risht opposite the house, was a fine spring of 
clear cold water, the flow from which never seemed to cin- 


inish or increase. Upon and along this bank were a nunber 


MeMath (continued) 

of fine old black oak trees with their wide, leafy tops. 

To the northwest of our place, four and a half niles Vas 

the villare of Ypsilanti, started upon the east side of 

the Huron river, while adjoining our farm on the south, was 
the one of Clement Loveder, who with his wife had settled 
there the year before we came, They were English people 

and had come directly from near the city of London, ‘They 
were rood, honest, intelligent folks, and made rood neigh- 
bors, They built their dwelling upon the bank of this same 
Willow Run and had as beautiful and fine a situation for a 
home as I have ever seen, They had no children for me to 
play with, yet I often went to their house and neck ata z 
enjoy my visits, hearing her talk of her dear old Enrland. 
and looking upon the many quaint o1d pictures that hunse 

here and there upon the walls. He was now and then a little 
petulant and harsh towards his tetter half, and, believing 
in the old English common law rule,that the husband was not 
only the head of the domestic establishment, but had as such 
the risht to administer corporal punishment to the wife on 
such occasions as he might deem proper, that is, when he was 
mad about something, he attempted at times, as I remember, 
to put this rule into force, but as she was quite a large, 
strone woman, while he was rather a small man, his success 
in these efforts was not always just what he liked. The 
eood faithful wife, however, never seened to question his 


leral rirht in this maiter, thourch she never conceded that 


MeMath (continued) 

her conduct was such as to warrant an enforcenent of the 
rule, In the main they lived very haypily, and he soon 
chanred his views as to his marital rirhts, accepting the 
more modern American theory. They both died many years 
since, leaving, as I telieve, no heirs or relatives in 
this country. 

Farther on te the south, beyond the Loveder farm, and 
by a windinse woods road, one anc one half miles distant, 
was the villare cf Rawsonville; why the vile was added to 
this name I do not know. There was only one house and a 
very small mill there, they teing upon the north side of 
the Huron river. To the east of our house, and within the 
door yard, stood the old fashioned brick oven, in which 
all.the delicious loaves of rood, honest bread, the pumpkin 
pies, biscuits and cookies for the fanily were duly baked, 
and where, too, everythings was done just rirht... 

To the west of the house and across the Willow Run was 
an unbroken wilderness for several miles to the westward. 
It remained so, unsettled and uninhavited for many years, 
the home and hidine Saaes of wolves and other wild beasts, 
Wild hors in ereat numbers roamed over the whole region, 
They were often hunted as game, caurht with great difficulty, 
anc like the man's horse, worth Lut little when caurhts; 
they were toc poor for pork, and too wild and savare to 
pe either fatted or tanned, 


The o14 territorial road, but little used after the 


MeMath (continued) 
building of the Chicaro road, was the route usually tshen 
by the Indians, then roamins over this part of the terri- 
tory, when zoine to and returning from Detroit, to obtain 
their annuities from.the seeneral fovernment. Their pil- 
primase was made in the fall, and they went in bands nun~ 
bering from fifty to five hundred, counting squaws, pap- 
pooses and ponies, and not counting the dozs. While on 
the march they were senerally quiet and orderly, marching 
QBlways single file, each pony carryine a squaw, two or 
three pappooses and a lot of camping utensils. They often 
camped near our house in the woods a little to the east, 
and when they had no liquor, they were quiet and peaceful, 
but this seldom happened. Whisky was cheap then and, if 
possible, more easily ottained than now, and it required 
vut a very small quantity of whisky to cause a very larze 
drunk among the noble red man, and then the very mischief 
was to pay; quarreling and firhting was in order and they 
made nireht hideous with their racket... 

The location anc reneral appearance of our old place 
was indeed very fine to look at, and rave promise not only 
of a happy home for the family, tut of abundant crops as a 
reward for their industry. The timber consisted mostly of 
tlack oak, white oak, oak bushes, and a species of wooden 
turnip, which was called oak rruts. These last had above 
srouncd a clump of bushes restine upon an immense bult of 


the size and shape of sa half bushel basket. These oak rrubs 


McMath (continued) 

vave no little trouble in clearing the land, and their use 

in the econony of nature, if they ever had any, is a lost 
art. The timber was not larve nor the tree numerous, hence 
the land was cleared easily. During the first three years, 
from seventy-five to ninety acres of this farm were cleared, 
fenced and put under the plow. By the fourth and fifth years 
the soil had been thorourhly tested and its productive carpa- 
city fully ascertained... 

As the land did not erow tame hay, the corn stalks and 
straw used for fodder for the stock were supplemented Ly 
wild hay cut from a marsh, three or four niles to the east, 
lying alonp the territorial road. My first knowledge of 
leral proceedinzs was obtained from a lawsuit which rrew 
out of this wilc hay business, My brother Fleming had, during 
the summer, cut and stacked a quantity of this hay, leaving 
it to be hauled home as wanted for winter use, After this 
was done, and while it remained on the place where cut, a 
man Lourht the land and claimed to own the hay. Flening 
removed it and was suec for its value, the plaintiff con- 
mencine proceedinrs ty civil warrant issued by a neighbor- 
ine justice whose name was Dalrimple. The arrest was made 
at our house where Flemins happened to be, the justice hin- 
self beinrs vresent with the constable to see that every- 
thine was done in proper leval form. Fleming requested 
permission to ro ever to his own house for some papers and 


for his other clothes, in order that he might not only 


MeMath (continued) 
better defend his leral richts, but that he nicht make a 
more respectatle appearance in court. But as his house 
was just over the county line, and within the county of 
Washtenaw, and as our house was in the county of Wayne, 
where these proceedings were being carried on, his request 
was denied, and when he absolutely refused to zo he was 
taken ty the coat collar and forcibly compelled by the 
officers of the law, very much to his indienation and to 
the terror of all present. But on the trial the case went 
arainst the plaintiff and the prisoner was discharred... 

A mile or so northeast of us lived the Combs fanily. 
Old srandfather Combs (he was a very old man), during the 
fair weather, visited us two or three times a week to 
possip and talk over cld revolutionary times. He and ny 
mother had, durine the cclonial strurrle for freedon, lived 
in the State of New Jersey, and she had, when a child, fled 
with her parents tefore the marauding march of the British 
army, across that State. The other members of the Combs 
family were John Comts, his wife and their four or five 
children. John was the hunter of the settlement, and many 
a ealiant staz fell before his deadly rifle, to furnish 
venison, not only to the Conbs household, but to the neigh- 
bors as well. He was also chief musician for the comnunity 
and played the violin when the young people seathered for 
a dance, A very nice, clever fellow was John, but he had 


&® fondness for whisky and betimes took more then was proper, 


MeMath (continued) 

There was also another menter of the Combs fanily 
deserving mention; old Lois, a colored woman. She was 
quite larre anc of a clear coal tlack cclor; born a slave, 
the property of old rvrandfather Combs, she was given her 
freedom by the laws of the State of New York, in 162k, 

She had remained with the family, however, and followed 
their fortunes to the new territory of Michican, She was 

a kind, faithful creature, caring for the children and 
doinr nost of the work, not only in the house, but in 

the fields as well. She could use an ax as well as a 

man, and I often looked on in wonder while she would chop 
down the trees and then chop up the trunks into wood. The 
fanily, however, did not seem to thrive. Too much tine 

was ene in huntine and playine the violin, and tceo little 
in work upon the farn. 

In 1827 our oldest tee Roxana, was married, in the 
old home, to Orrin Derby, and they went at once to Ypsilanti 
to live. Weddine tours were not fashionable then. Mr. 
Derby was a New Enpeland youth, of rood hatits, had a good 
trade, was ative and thrifty, anc he and his little wife 
(she was very small) vLegan life with rood prospects. He 
built a house on the east side of the river Huron, some 
three blocks Gack: and on the south side of the main street. 
For a time they "kepp tavern" here; he, however, hada 
shop near ty, where he made anc sold saddles and harnesses. 


AS soon as they were well settled, sister Mary went frou 


MeMath (continned) 
tre cld home to live with them, and remained a menter of 
the Derby family till she married. 

In 1830 our oldest trother, Archy, who, since father's 
death had, under our mother, been the head man of the famiiy, 
was married to Miss Elisabeth Kimmel and went over to the 
north about five miles, near his father-in-law's, Henry 
Kimmel, and beran business upon a piece of new land, wita 
the view of makine a home, His wife, when they were first 
married, was one of the trirhtest, prettiest and smartest 
brides I ever saw, and “chockfull" of innocent fun anda 
mischief, She was called "Betsy" by her own people, and is 
better known by that name now, Her parents were fron 
Pennsylvania. In their early married life they had settled 
in southern Illinois, uvon the Kaskaskia river. After 
remainine there a few years they left ond came, with all 
their stock of cattle, horses, wagons, etc., throurh the 
State of Illinois to the south end of Lake Michiran, and 
thence on around the end of that lake up throurch northwest 
Inciana, and nearly the whole width of Michigan, tc where 
he was livinr in 1830, and where he remained till his death, 
which occurred only a short time since. 

I think it was the next year after brother Archy married 
that the cholera broke out. This caused rreat excitement, 
but I remember of no cases of it in our vicinity. 

In 1831 cur zood sister Mabelle was married at the same 


old home. This was made eventful by the larre number present, 


MeMath (continued) 
and more particularly to me, by the fact (sorry to admit 
it) that I pot most ingloriously drunk on the occasion. 
It was the custom then to have wine at wedding dinners. A 
larre table had been spread, at which the guests had just 
dined; at the side of each plate was one of those very small 
wine rlasses, filled with wine; this the guest was supposed 
to taste of only, leavinz some of it in the glass. Beinp 
myself very emall, I did not sit down with the grown folks, 
but when they had all left I cane into the room, hunery and 
dry (a toy is always ary), and seeing these little glasses 
tasted one and rather liked it. It occurred to me to see 
how many of them I could Jispose of§ so I tesan szoing around 
the table taking then in course. Very soon everything Le- 
ran to swim around, then I beran to feel queer myself. I 
lay down, then rolled over and over; finally I lay quite 
still. Some one coming in thourht I was dead, but I wasn't, 
Finally, after I had created quite a commotion, I was laid 
on mother's ted to sober off, The usual headache followed 
on this, and is still well remembered. 
Sister Mabelle and her husband, Asahel Williams, also 
went to Ypsilanti to live after their marriarce. He was a 
fine lookinp younr man, bri¢-ht and active, but was lacking 
in that stability in business pursuits essential to ultimate 
success. He was a tailor ty trade, but soon left that for 
other business, 


After livinr at Ypsilanti for two or three years he went 


MeMath (continued) 
to some place in Indiana, where his wife soon after joined 
hin. 

The next to leave the old home was our brother Robert. 

In 1831 or 1832, and when he was atout 17 years of are, it 
was decided, after much talk with our then pastor, Rev. 

Ira M. Weed, and after many fanily consultations, that he 
should become a minister, and with that in view he left 
home to terin the studies preparatory to entering collere. 
He was then small - his are, not very robust in health, 
but was of a studious turn of mind, loved to study and to 
read. Brother Samuel, on the other hand, who was two or 
three years older than he, was the mechanic of the family. 
Everythine in that line seemed naturally to ro to hir, and 
I must say that he was always able to do about everythinz; 
could nake a sled, mend a wason, make a pair of shoes, a 
drum or a violin, He also played well upon the snare drun. 
Brother Robert Llew good music upon the fife, andi together 
they often made the whole country echo at evening time with 
the test of martial music. 

The habits of the people of this settlement were sinple 
anc their wants few. deoeeny and ary soods bills were light. 
Maple surar was made in the spring and did duty for most 
purposes the whole year round. The making of it was hard 
work; we had to go four or five miles to find the trees; 
but it was looked upon as a sort of holiday entertainment; 


WAS enrared in by whole families and heartily enjoyed by all. 


MeMata (continued) 

Barley aid very well for coffee; the test of sutter was 
made at homes; pork and beef were home productions; of pood, 
fresh eres we had an abundance; the river Huron supplied 

us with excellent fish of choice varieties, and the forest 
held plenty of nice strawberries, whortleterries and sweet 
nuts, all to be had in their proper season. Farmgrs never 
buy flour, corn meal or veretables; we did not then. Burgries 
either with or without canopy tops were not used. When a 
young man wanted to attend a social, five or ten miles away, 
he just mounted his roca horse ané takine his best girl on 
behind, went. This may have Leen a little hard cn the 
horse, vut the riéers enjcyed this node of conveyance and 
always hada lively tire of it. The nearest nills where 
corn anc wheat could be pround, curine the first two years, 
were at Detroit and Pontiac. Goins to mill then was no 
small matter and took several days; but in the tnird year 
Mark Norris ane John Brown Luilt a rristmill on the Huron 
river, at Yosilanti, and then our wants in this direction 
were more easily supplied. The health of our people, if 
nothine te said of the fever and arrue, was senerally food. 
I renember of ne weaths occuring while we lived there. The 
areue, however, was there, anc it stayec. The docter, with 
his whole saddle ba-s of meticine, dic but little food; it 
paid its unwelcome visits to about everyone, anc none could 
shake it off. I alone of the whole family escaped; that was 
a2 wonder to the others, but T am net willine to confess that 


I ever rersretter nat havine it. 


MeMath (continuec 

The clothin> for the farily, as well as the materiais fer 
it, were mace at hone, exceptine., verhaps, the materials for 
extra fine dresses and a few articles in the nillinery line 
for the women folk. Linen sheets, woolen Llankets anc rag 
carpets adornec the house; hair mattresses, patent sprin: 
beds and marble toppec Ledrcom sets were not known tnen; 
Dut we had, instead, sood feather Leds, nice pillows, and 
home made becsteads which, if they cid not cost as much as 
the modern kinc, were considerec then very ecod, and rave 
just as sweet and refreshins sleep, The bir spinning wheel 
for wool, anc the little wheel, with its distaff, for flax, 
then so common in every house, have lonr since zone out of 
usé, anc are now otjects of curicsity only. A few sheep 
provided the wool which was clipped, carded and spun at 
heme, A hand loom wove it inte cloth, which was sent away 
to be fullec, It was soon returned a rood, suostantial sray 
cleth, which was cut anc mace up in the house into winter 
suits for the ren folks, anc always dic sooi service, Theres 
was not ruch effort at style; clothes were just cut, made 
and put on, anc that was about the whole of it. For Sumner 
wear, for the men anc toys, a sood linen suit was always 
in oréer., Boys did not tear these linen clothes; they 
couldn't. The cirls made us straw hats for summer, and for 
winter they manufactured for us hats or caps of sone kind of 
woolen stuff. These latter woulc hardly be thought in style 


now, but they were comfortavle and handy and kept the ears 


MeMath (continuec) 

from freezine in cold weather. For shoes, the leather had 
te be beurht, put bLrother Samuel, somehow without havine 
learned the trace, made us very rood shoes. . They night 
not have lockec as well as those now worn, but they fitted 
the feet and dié net hurt the corns, 

The Beers fanily came in 1530, and built a small house on 
2 part of Brother Flenine's land, just north of his house, 
where they lived two or three years. Mrs. Beers taurht the 
first school in the neirhborhood, and the first I ever at- 
tended, Later I attencec a school taurht by ny sister 
Mabelle, over on the Gnbeace road, nearly a nile east of 
Bowen's place. While I was attendins this schocl sone one 
broke inte the schoolhouse one nicht and stole nearly a11 our 
little school tocks, with atout everythinz else that could 
be carried off. We learnec, a few cays after, that the 
thief hac Been caurht near Detroit, tried and convicted, and 
severely punishee ty whippin+; such was the law then in the 
Pou itone: Our bocks wens werannad to us. A little later 
Ewext part of 6: euRaes to : school locatec near the Supes 
farm, about a mile southeast of Mr. Loveder's place... 

Most of the settlers were cf Prestyterian stock and at- 
tencec public worship on the Sattath, Our fanily, Mr. and 
Mrs, oveder anc Uncle Flenine's pecple went to Ypsilanti. 
Betines sone wanderins minister would favor us and hoic ser- 
vices on an evening at some of the private houses. I well 


venerher my firet appearence in meeting at the cold red 


a 


MeMath (continuec) 
Presbyterian Church in Ypsilanti. The late Rev. Ira M. 

Weed was in the pulpit; he had tut recently come fron some- 
where amone the hills of New Hampshire to nake his first 
effort here as pastor of a church, Lone board seats were 
arranrec cn three sides of the sucience room, risine one 
above another for the use cf the men and boys, while in the 
bocy cf the church were some lon seats with vacks to then; 
these were for the ladies anc the more renteel part of the 
conereration, There were no pews and no orran. We had a 
lon> sermon in the forencon, an internission (Sabbath schools 
were not commenced then) of two hours, then another service 
lastine until half past three, and then acain another in 

the evenine., People in the country did not usually remain 
for the evenine service, Such lonz services, filliny up 
nearly the entire cay, would be thourht tiresome new anc we 
are inclined to pity those who formerly hai to endure then; 
yet it must not be forrotten that most of the men and women 
who rrew up under those old fashioned ways, and long Sunday 
mninistraticns 


» were strons in relirvious faitu and doctrine 


anc rood honest people whe paid a hundred cents on the collier 
every tine. 

Sesides those already rentioned there were a few others 
that came and settled near us, but not many. Mr. Supe located 
on the Huron river two or three miles telow us, He was a 
German of the Pennsylvania kind, a man of means. He soon 
well eleared farm. The Vining fanily lived near 


had a fine, 


MeMath( continued) 

hin, while two niles or so te the northeast of us settled 
a farnily ty the name cf Horner, a respectable, thrifty, 
well to do household, 

Ypsilanti -rew apace meantine, the west side of the 
river after awhile takine the leac. The present part of 
the town where the cepct ané upper bricree are now seen, 
was then still overrrown with trees and brush, Amon its 
prominent men I now recall the name of Solonon Chgieten: 
Mark Norris, A. H, Ballard, Jas. M. Edmunds, Madison Cook, 
John Brown, Walter 3. Hewitt and Orrin Derby. The rood ola 
Dei Millinrton lookec after the health of the people, 
while the lawyers, Marcus Lane and Elies M. Skinner, saw 
te it that their leral ri-kts were preserved or a fair 
opportunity eiven to contend for them tLefore the proper 


courts, 


Reprinted from MICHIGAN PIONEER AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
Volume #14~-1839 - section headed "Annual Meeting" 


MeMATE, John Watson = torn July 3, 1824, Romulus, New York, 
son cf Sarnuel & Mary Flemins MceMath - John was the last 
child in a farily of ten chilcren - Gied July 21, 1900 Bay 
City, Michiran. Graduate of University of Michiean 1651. 
Judre of Protate, Bay County 1575-79. 


John's father was Samuel MeMath who served in the war of 1d12 
and vecane a Colonel. "Ee was torn in January of 1782 in 
Pennsylvanian anc @ied in September of 1026 in los house he 
vuilt on farm taken up from srovernnent in 1625, Puried at 
Woodruff's Grove in a field near a lone apple tree a few 

rods nw cf where Mr. Foersters' house now stands (end of Grove 
Street). Supmosed to Le second white person tc die in county". 
Fr. MeMeath vrenealory, 


LEST WE FORGET =— James if. Curtis (1518--2565) 


ty 


James M. Curtis was born on a farn July 3rd, 181¢ nea 
Genesee, Livingston County, New York. After country 
schooling, he was a student in Avon Acadeny, Buffalo, 
New York, specializing i: Architecture and later learning 
Masonry working with his father. 

About 1835, Janes noved to Ypsilanti and followed his 
trade as Mason and building contractor. His earliest 
buildine was the brick structure at Eloise Michigan for 
tue Wayne County Poorhouse. A wine has been added on 
each side cf the ¢ld building. 

He was the ccntractcr-earchitect for the foll-cwing 
buildings in Ypsila:ti: 

Hewitt Bleek -130 W. Michiran - This was a three 

stcry brick building built in 1851 after the disas-— 

treus fire of that year. The third floor was a lergze 

méetineg hall usec for exhibitioas and public meetings. 
he third flocr was rencvec in 1936. 


the Sanson Drur Store -118 W. Michigan and built 


after the 1851 fire - later the location of the Weinnan- 


Mathews Druz Stcre, 

The Follett House ~ E, Crsss Street - built in 18528 
and said to Le the finest Hetel between Detroit and 
Chicaro. 

The Sarson Hruse 302 W. Cross—brick resicence with 


unusual architectural detail. 


The Parnenio Davis resicence -112 S. Washington 
The Gilbert residence - 227 N. Grove - built 1860 
and was one cf the elégant shcwplaces of Washtenaw 
Ceunty. 
James M. Curtis built the first Michigan State Normal 
college in 1852 = Cestroyec by fire two years later. 
He alscbuilt the old Union Sehool (210 W. Cross), lost 
by fire in 1870. . His last construction was the St Janes 
Fotel, 117-23 W. Huron in Ann Arbor. 
Janes M. Curtis married Harriet Me Sazson, Novenber 
17, 1641. Ee died January 20 1865 and was turiedc in 
the old canetery on Prospect Street - later the todies 
of the Curtis fanily were rioved to the Highland Cemetery. 
FEEEEEEEE EHH ET+ 


Informaticn furnishec tc the archives in 1931 by Frank 
Curtis of Chicargc, Illinois, son cf Janes. 


EXCITING NEWS!! 

On a Saturday morninre when LaRea Swarts, Director of 
Museun happened to te there, a young ran wrepped on the 
acor and was told the Museum was not openec. But when 
he explained he wanted information atout the large 
stainec glass window that is in the Museum, he was wel- 
ecomec inside, 

He is Robert Jaerer fron Mt Clemons anc as an in- 
erestine hobvy, he is tracking down the Tiffany windows 
that are listed in the second edition of "A Partial List 
of Windows" oricinally published by Tiffany in 1919 and 
reprinted ty Tiffany Press in 1973. 

Ypsilanti has three Tiffany windows listed. 


Starkweather Merorial Chapel 
Ornanental Window 


First Presbyterian Church 
Stevens Menorial Window, Ornanental 


Starkweather Library Building 
Menorial Window 


FEEEEHEHHHET 

VERIFICATION - 

It has been assuned that the old Godfroy Trading Post 
built 1808-09, haé& burnec soon after it opened. Now cones 
verification throush the thoughtful help cf Mary Campbell, 
that the loz structure was in use in 1525. 

From the Territcrial Pavers: 

Poll list and rezister of votes as given in an 
Election held at the Olc Tradins House of Gabriel 
Gocfroy on Tuesday the 31st of May A.D. 4295 


The list contains 7h nam~es— The Insvectors of Election: 
Thomas Sacrifder, John Bryan, Iseeae Sines and Daniel Cross. 


Exeitine News (continued) 

Ypsilanti has at least four woren artists listed 
in A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY CF ARTISTS NATIVE TO OR 
ACTIVE IN MICHIGAN 1701-1900 compiled by Arthur Hopkin 
Gitson. 


HILDA LODEMAN —- daurhter of Professor Aurust 
Lodeman, Assistant in Drawine, Michiran State 
Normal Collere - her drawinres are in the Detroit 
Museum of Art. The larre handsomely framed 
portrait of Judce J, Willard Pabbitt in the 
Ypsilanti Historical Museum is sirned by Miss 
Lodeman. ; 


MARY L. MOVIUS (Mrs.Juluis) - Exhibited at Michizan 
State Fair 1850-51 


ROCENNA NORRIS - daurhter of Mark Norris anc one 
of three in the first rcraduatine class Michiran 
State Normal Collere, Won awards Michiran State 
Fair 1352-ana 1359. 


ANNA M. CUTCHEON - Art Teacher Michiran State 
Normal Collevse 1872-76. 


WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 


ADAMS, Helen 
146 N. Mansfield 


BENSON, Mary 
Alma, Michigan 


CONWAY, Thomas D. & family 
3624 N. Prospect, Ann Arbor 48105 


DOIDGE, John & Robin 
1115 Pearl 


HARBISON, Stanley L. 
1434 Collegewood Drive 
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IN MEMORY OF - 


LAU, Fred, Mr. & Mrs. 


715 E. Forest 


McDONALD, Ralph, Mrs. 
1565 S. Congress #22 


O'NEILL, Michael, Mr. & Mes. 
730 Ford 


SCHRADER, Albert W. 
1237 Elbridge Place 


Re 
eis 
ts 
w 
° 


THOMAS, L.M., Mr. 
174 Greenside 


Pearl Tripp Dieterle (Mrs. Fred),one of our faithful 


generous Charter Members died in January 1977. Pearl 


gave séveral interesting items to the Museun. 


In February 1977, the Historical Society lost another 


Charter member, Leah Lambie (Mrs.T.Fred Clder) Leah 


was always interested in the Historical Society having 


ancestors who cane to the Ypsilanti area in 1839. She 


contributed many itens and financial support to the 


Museun. 


RECENT ACQUISITION 


Miss Marian L,Seiger 
6240 Adams Blvd 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Mrs. W.R.. Kitcher 
Indian River, Michigan 


Glen P.Smith 
Ann Arbor 
“Mrs. Keith Ford 


Ann Arbor 


Charles H, Dixon 
Ypsilanti 


Florence Schafarik 
Ypsilanti 


Herbert Miller 
Ypsilanti 


Yera North 
Yosilanti 


“Mr. Gurnsey K, Earl 
Ann Arbor 


lucille Langworthy 
Ypsilanti 
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Handwritten History of Carpéuter 
Post, G.A.R.-Genealogy of 
Carpenter family 


Photographs of Frederick H.Swift 
and his family , 


Genealogy of Peter and Sara Jane 
Dickerson family (1811-1902) 


Flowered smoking jacket originally 
belonging to Hiram Eaton, Ypsi 
lawyer-about 1915, 


Photograph of Quentin Roosevelt's 
merave-obtained by Mr. Dixon while 
in Arny of Occupation in Cermany 
in 1919. 


Snapshots taken by late Dr. H,. 
Britton & wife from their plane 

of "King's Flats" (now Ford Lake) 
Photo. first grade class (1900) 
Woodruff School-~Photograph of 
group in front of 2l2 Ferris, 

1916 Program from Pease Auditorium. 


Photograhs (2) Ypsilanti Fire 
Department 1936 


Programs=- Inauguration of Eugene 
Elliott, E.“.U. ,Booklegy "First 

100 yrs. of M.S. N.C.1849-1949", 
Newspaper clippings regarding 

"Greek Theatre" & Harold Sponrberg's 
acceptance as President of E.N.U, 


Three wood planes property of 
Cornelius B, Earl, sash and blind 
maker in Ypsilanti about 1550 


Spectacles over 100 yrs of age. 
Harrison-Tyler Campaign flag 

(1841) gotten by Miss Langworthy's 
grandfather when he attended a 
rally at age of 10 in Philadelphia, 


ACQUISITIONS eccntinued 


Mr. & Mrs. HS, Schaefer III 


Ypsilanti 


Tugh Adams 
Yosilanti 


roster L, Fletcher 
Yosilanti 
iMrs.LaVerne Noward 
Ypsilanti 


Mr. David Davis 
Ypsilanti , 


William M.Braley, M.D. 
Sirmingham, Michigan 
Paul Hubbell 


kaa Arthur Kramer 
Ypsilanti 


Mrs. William Fly 
Ypsilanti 


Ypsilanti Chapter Daurhters 


of American Revolution 


Wayne Behling 
Ypsilanti 


Betty Tunnicliffe 
Alhambra, California 


Photograph of Nrs. H.S.Shaefer, 
III married in her husband's 
great grandmother"s wedding 
gown, Mrs. Lewis H, Jones vas 
married in 1874, Mrs. Shaefe>, 
ItT,jin 1974, 


Two interesting old light bui>s 
from Roosevelt Training School 
(school closed 1970) 


1862 BIBLE ATLAS AND GAZETUER 


From Mrs. Howard- Historical 
material from Greek Theatre 
Estate of Lillian Ashby-kid 
gloves, evening purses, velvrst m 
muff 


Wooden Wall Clock = pendulum is 
dated 1881 


Embroidered pillow sham-local 
names embroidered on it about i°0¢ 


1905-10 
Autiobiopraphical material 


Larse composite photograph of 
men in Corpany "C" Spanish 
American War 

Potatoe planter. These items 
were property of Mr. Kramer's 
Uncle-William Buehl 


Palm leaf fan "J.E.Moore & Cc, 
Ypsilanti” 1911 closing exercises 
of 8th er. Ypsi.Public School, 
newspaper clippings of interést, 


INDEX TO THE 1650 FEDEPAL 
POPULATION CENSUS Gi EHLCHIGAN 


Six colored slides, 4 of churches, 
one City Hall, one 11! S, Hevon 


Plate put out by Vultee Aircraft 
of California, pictures of 

planes on front incluting cone bvil 
built in Wayne, Mich, 


Acquistions (page three) 


Vrs, Wilfred Graubner 
Ypsilanti 


Mary F, Robec 
Ypsilanti 

Mrs, Raymond Dell 
Ypsilanti 


Ben Sovey 
Ypsilanti 


T.S, Weber 
Ypsilanti 


Ellen Gould 
Ypsilanti 


Martin D. Opem 
Ypsilanti 

JUdre Rodney Hitchinson 
Gilbert Residence 


Mrs. Vincent Buck 
Ypsilanti 


Mrs. Howard Woodruff 


Glass butter church-popcorn 
popper 


Photorraph of 1941 July 4th 


parade with Ralph Cheesman & 
Otis Tooze driving old Ford. 


Two boxes of jet beads, sone 
strung, bone hair combs 


OFFICIAL CLASSIFICATIONS YPSI. 
ROTARY CLUB Ypsi 1926 


Steroptican & slides, beautiful 
old doll, head bisque, arms & legs 
legs china = about 100 years 

farm tools used in butchery and 
shoemaker iron shoe molds. 


Many old and interesting 
Valentines, Ypsilanti souvenir 
plate (1910), clothing, news- 
paper clippins concerning the 
Lincoln school area, Willis 
area and Ypsilanti city. 


Three photographs in one frame 
of Detroit scenes and people 1918- 
1918-1920 


Box of old abstracts 
Pieces of silverware 


Photograph of Clark S. Wortley 
June 11, 1910 for Wortley's 
7TOth birthday - found in attic 
of 120 Adams 


Detroit-Jackson & Chicago rail- 
way ticket - one of the last 
issued-about 1929-30 


FASTERN MICHIGAN 
UN/VERS/7 
CAMPUS 
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DACKARD _RD- 


WATER JOWER 
(LAND MARK) 
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DETROIT SS 


YRSILANT! HISTOR/CAL Museum 
220 NorTH HURON STREET Z/P CODE $3/97 
Yes/LANT!~ MICHIGAN PHONE 313-482-4990 


Museum Hours FosTeR FLETCHER ~ CiTy HISTORIAN. 


FRai~ SAF ESUNLAIN. 1 Aker, Swaers ~ Museum Die 
f TY ; ECTOR, 
giles rps vs DororHy DISBROW ~ ARCHIVIST: 





